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Risk Assessment Children’s and Youth Work on Site
Please complete this risk assessment for church activities as appropriate. Many church activities may be covered under a single risk assessment, however organisers and leaders should ensure that church activities are covered by a risk assessment.

In completing this, you should consider:
· What risks are reasonably possible, not every possible outcome, but also do not exclude things you think are unlikely if they are high severity.
· Do you need to do a walk round to consider risk, rather than a desktop exercise?
· How will you communicate any risks to leaders, helpers and participants and ensure they understand any mitigation?
· What are the likelihood and severity of risk (after mitigation)

Please send a copy of this risk assessment to the Health and Safety team: healthandsafety@standrewschurchbw.org.uk 

	RISK
(Describe the risk, where relevant include locations and how the risk may happen)
	Mitigation
(What is being done to reduce the likelihood and/or impact of this risk as well as what action will be taken fi this risk happens)
	How likely is this risk?
(High, Med, Low)
	What is the severity of harm if it happens? (High, Med, Low)

	Example: Wires running across the hall to power a screen are a trip hazard from the socket to the screen.
	Secure the wires to side of the room and ensure where they cross the floor they are covered securely and will not move. Ensure they are clearly visible. If there is a trip, first aid kits and first aiders will be present.
	Low
	Med

	Slips, trips, and falls — running children, uneven floors, bags/coats on the ground
	• Keep floors clear
• Use non‑slip mats
• Supervise transitions between rooms
• Ensure good lighting
	Medium 
	Mild to Moderate 

	Access to upstairs storage area — stairs not intended for children, risk of falls or access to hazardous items
	• Keep door locked or supervised
• No child access permitted
• Store hazardous items securely
	Low
	Severe

	Toilet supervision risks — two toilet blocks plus disabled toilet; potential for unsupervised or unsafe situations
	• Follow safeguarding ratios
• Ensure workers remain outside toilet areas unless necessary
• Clear sign‑in/out for younger children
	Low
	Severe

	Inadequate supervision — multiple rooms in use simultaneously
	• Maintain appropriate adult‑to‑child ratios
• Ensure workers are DBS‑checked
• Keep internal doors open where appropriate
• Use walkie‑talkies or mobile phones for communication
	Low
	Moderate to Severe 

	Fire risk — electrical equipment, kitchen areas, multiple rooms in use
	• Keep exits clear
• Ensure fire extinguishers accessible
• Workers trained in evacuation
• Regular fire drills for leaders
	Low
	Severe

	Evacuation challenges — children of different ages, possible panic, multiple rooms
	• Create child‑specific evacuation plan
• Assign leaders to each room
• Practise procedures with team
• Keep registers for roll‑call
	Low
	Severe

	Allergic reactions or medical needs — snacks, crafts, cleaning products
	• Collect medical/allergy info at registration
• Avoid nuts and high‑risk foods
• Store cleaning products securely
• Keep first aid kit accessible
	Medium
	Moderate to Severe 

	Behavioural incidents — conflict between children, emotional distress
	• Ensure two adults present when managing incidents
• Record significant incidents
	Medium
	Mild to Moderate 

	Use of equipment and furniture — chairs, tables, sports equipment
	• Inspect equipment regularly
• Provide age‑appropriate activities
• Ensure safe set‑up and storage
	Medium
	Mild to Moderate 

	Kitchen access — hot surfaces, sharp objects
	• Keep kitchen locked or supervised
• No child access unless part of a structured, risk‑assessed activity
	Low
	Severe

	Entrances and exits — risk of children leaving the building unsupervised
	• Keep external doors secured or monitored
• Operate controlled pick‑up system
• Use sign‑in/out registers for large numbers (over 30)
	Low
	Severe

	Safeguarding concerns — inappropriate contact, disclosure, or unsafe situations
	• Follow safeguarding policy
• Ensure all leaders are DBS‑checked
• Maintain two‑adult rule
• Provide safeguarding training
• Report concerns immediately
	Low
	Severe

	Health emergencies — asthma attacks, fainting, injuries
	• Ensure first aider present
• Keep emergency contacts accessible
• Have clear procedure for calling emergency services
	Medium
	Moderate to Severe

	Infection control — colds, flu, stomach bugs
	• Encourage handwashing
• Clean surfaces regularly
• Provide tissues and sanitiser
• Follow exclusion periods for illness
	Medium
	Mild to Moderate 
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