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Risk Assessment Church Services
Please complete this risk assessment for church activities as appropriate. Many church activities may be covered under a single risk assessment, however organisers and leaders should ensure that church activities are covered by a risk assessment.

In completing this, you should consider:
· What risks are reasonably possible, not every possible outcome, but also do not exclude things you think are unlikely if they are high severity.
· Do you need to do a walk round to consider risk, rather than a desktop exercise?
· How will you communicate any risks to leaders, helpers and participants and ensure they understand any mitigation?
· What are the likelihood and severity of risk (after mitigation)

Please send a copy of this risk assessment to the Health and Safety team: healthandsafety@standrewschurchbw.org.uk 

	RISK
(Describe the risk, where relevant include locations and how the risk may happen)
	Mitigation
(What is being done to reduce the likelihood and/or impact of this risk as well as what action will be taken fi this risk happens)
	How likely is this risk?
(High, Med, Low)
	What is the severity of harm if it happens? (High, Med, Low)

	Example: Wires running across the hall to power a screen are a trip hazard from the socket to the screen.
	Secure the wires to side of the room and ensure where they cross the floor they are covered securely and will not move. Ensure they are clearly visible. If there is a trip, first aid kits and first aiders will be present.
	Low
	Med

	Slips, trips, and falls — uneven floors, small steps, stone surfaces, and potential clutter during busy services
	• Provide handrails where possible
• Ensure good lighting
• Keep aisles clear of bags, mobility aids, and cables
• Offer assistance to those with mobility needs
	Low
	Moderate to Severe (depending on fall)

	Difficulty accessing pews — narrow gaps, fixed wooden seating, limited manoeuvring space for wheelchairs or those with limited mobility
	• Reserve accessible seating areas Location of wheeled exit. Ramp.
• Provide chairs instead of pews where needed
• Train stewards to assist sensitively
• Keep clear pathways for mobility aids
	Medium
	Mild to Moderate

	Fire risk from lit candles — open flames during worship, especially at festivals
	• Use sturdy, non‑tip candle holders
• Supervise candles at all times
• Keep flammable materials away
• Provide sand/water buckets or extinguishers nearby Look into sand 
• Brief volunteers on emergency procedures
	Low
	Severe

	Evacuation challenges — mixed‑age congregation including disabled or unwell people
	• Create and practise an evacuation plan
• Assign stewards to assist vulnerable people
• Keep exits clear
• Ensure accessible routes are available and unlocked
	Low
	Severe

	Manual handling injuries — moving chairs, hymn books, equipment
	• Train volunteers in safe lifting
• Avoid asking elderly or unwell people to move heavy items
• Use trolleys where possible
	Low
	Mild

	Health emergencies — unwell attendees, fainting, medical conditions
	• Keep first aid kit accessible
• Ensure at least one trained first aider is present
RB are there courses.
• Provide a quiet space for unwell individuals
• Have clear procedures for calling emergency services
	Medium
	Moderate to Severe

	Cold temperatures — stone buildings can be cold, affecting elderly or unwell people
	• Heat building before services
• Encourage warm clothing
• Provide blankets or warm spaces if needed
	Medium
	Mild to Moderate

	Allergic reactions or respiratory issues — incense, flowers, dust from old buildings
	• Keep building well‑ventilated
• Clean regularly to reduce dust
	Low
	Mild to Moderate

	Falling objects — decorations, banners, or seasonal displays
	• Secure all fixtures properly
• Avoid placing heavy items overhead
• Inspect displays before services
	Low
	Moderate

	Electrical hazards — portable sound equipment, extension leads
	• Tape down or cover cables
• Avoid overloading sockets
	Low
	Severe

	Safeguarding concerns — mixed‑age congregation, children moving around freely
	• Follow safeguarding policy
• Ensure DBS‑checked volunteers are present
• Provide clear supervision during children’s activities
	Low
	Severe
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