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Risk Assessment Off Site Activities
Please complete this risk assessment for church activities as appropriate, where these activities take place off site. Many church activities may be covered under a single risk assessment, however organisers and leaders should ensure that church activities are covered by a risk assessment.

In completing this, you should consider:
· What risks are reasonably possible, not every possible outcome, but also do not exclude things you think are unlikely if they are high severity.
· Do you need to do a walk round to consider risk, rather than a desktop exercise?
· How will you communicate any risks to leaders, helpers and participants and ensure they understand any mitigation?
· What are the likelihood and severity of risk (after mitigation)

Please note, there are 5 sections at the end of this risk assessment to cover the following:
A. Walking
B. Cycling
C. Car (Leaders/Helpers Car)
D. Minibus
E. Coach

Please send a copy of this risk assessment to the Health and Safety team: healthandsafety@standrewschurchbw.org.uk 

	RISK
(Describe the risk, where relevant include locations and how the risk may happen)
	Mitigation
(What is being done to reduce the likelihood and/or impact of this risk as well as what action will be taken fi this risk happens)
	How likely is this risk?
(High, Med, Low)
	What is the severity of harm if it happens? (High, Med, Low)

	Example: Wires running across the hall to power a screen are a trip hazard from the socket to the screen.
	Secure the wires to side of the room and ensure where they cross the floor they are covered securely and will not move. Ensure they are clearly visible. If there is a trip, first aid kits and first aiders will be present.
	Low
	Med

	Participants becoming lost or separated
	• Maintain register and headcounts
• Assign groups with named leaders
• Use high‑visibility clothing if appropriate
• Agree meeting points
	Medium
	Moderate to Severe

	Safeguarding concerns — mixed‑age group in public spaces
	• Follow safeguarding policy
• Maintain ratios
• Ensure DBS‑checked leaders
• Two‑adult rule for personal care
	Low
	Severe

	Medical emergencies — asthma, allergies, injuries
	• Collect medical info beforehand
• Carry first aid kit
• Ensure first aider present
• Have emergency contacts accessible
	Medium
	Moderate to Severe

	Weather‑related risks — heat, cold, rain, sunburn
	• Check forecast
• Bring appropriate clothing
• Provide sunscreen and water
• Adjust plans if needed
	Medium
	Mild to Moderate

	Accessibility barriers — uneven terrain, steps, unsuitable facilities
	• Conduct pre‑visit check
• Ensure accessible routes
• Provide mobility support
• Adapt itinerary as needed
	Medium
	Moderate

	Behavioural incidents — conflict, distress, refusal to follow instructions
	• Follow behaviour policy
• Provide clear expectations
• Use de‑escalation strategies
• Record significant incidents
	Medium
	Mild to Moderate

	Infection control — close contact in public spaces
	• Encourage hand hygiene
• Carry sanitiser
• Follow public health guidance
	Medium
	Mild to Moderate

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	





A: Walking

	RISK
(Describe the risk, where relevant include locations and how the risk may happen)
	Mitigation
(What is being done to reduce the likelihood and/or impact of this risk as well as what action will be taken fi this risk happens)
	How likely is this risk?
(High, Med, Low)
	What is the severity of harm if it happens? (High, Med, Low)

	Example: Wires running across the hall to power a screen are a trip hazard from the socket to the screen.
	Secure the wires to side of the room and ensure where they cross the floor they are covered securely and will not move. Ensure they are clearly visible. If there is a trip, first aid kits and first aiders will be present.
	Low
	Med

	Road traffic accidents
	• Use safe routes
• Cross at designated points
• Leaders at front/back
• High‑visibility clothing
	Medium
	Severe

	Slips, trips, and falls
	• Choose safe surfaces
• Adjust pace for group
• Support those with mobility needs
	Medium
	Mild to Moderate

	Participants straying from group
	• Clear boundaries
• Regular headcounts
• Assign walking buddies
	Medium
	Moderate

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	




B: Cycling

	RISK
(Describe the risk, where relevant include locations and how the risk may happen)
	Mitigation
(What is being done to reduce the likelihood and/or impact of this risk as well as what action will be taken fi this risk happens)
	How likely is this risk?
(High, Med, Low)
	What is the severity of harm if it happens? (High, Med, Low)

	Example: Wires running across the hall to power a screen are a trip hazard from the socket to the screen.
	Secure the wires to side of the room and ensure where they cross the floor they are covered securely and will not move. Ensure they are clearly visible. If there is a trip, first aid kits and first aiders will be present.
	Low
	Med

	Traffic collisions
	• Use cycle paths where possible
• Ensure helmets are worn
• Leaders front/back
• Pre‑trip bike checks
	Medium
	Severe

	Falls from bikes
	• Ensure bikes are appropriate size
• Provide instruction
• Avoid steep or uneven routes
	Medium
	Moderate

	Mechanical failure
	• Pre‑ride inspection
• Carry basic repair kit
• Stop activity if unsafe
	Low
	Moderate

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	



C: Driving (Leader/Helpers Car)

	RISK
(Describe the risk, where relevant include locations and how the risk may happen)
	Mitigation
(What is being done to reduce the likelihood and/or impact of this risk as well as what action will be taken fi this risk happens)
	How likely is this risk?
(High, Med, Low)
	What is the severity of harm if it happens? (High, Med, Low)

	Example: Wires running across the hall to power a screen are a trip hazard from the socket to the screen.
	Secure the wires to side of the room and ensure where they cross the floor they are covered securely and will not move. Ensure they are clearly visible. If there is a trip, first aid kits and first aiders will be present.
	Low
	Med

	Road traffic accidents
	• Use insured, roadworthy vehicles
• Seatbelts worn at all times
• Follow church transport policy
• Avoid lone adult with one child where possible
	Low
	Severe

	Safeguarding concerns
	• Two‑adult rule where possible
• Parental consent required
• Clear pick‑up/drop‑off procedures
	Low 
	Severe

	Incorrect seating or restraints
	• Use age‑appropriate car seats
• Check seatbelts
• Follow legal requirements
	Low
	Moderate to Severe

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	




D: Minibus

	RISK
(Describe the risk, where relevant include locations and how the risk may happen)
	Mitigation
(What is being done to reduce the likelihood and/or impact of this risk as well as what action will be taken fi this risk happens)
	How likely is this risk?
(High, Med, Low)
	What is the severity of harm if it happens? (High, Med, Low)

	Example: Wires running across the hall to power a screen are a trip hazard from the socket to the screen.
	Secure the wires to side of the room and ensure where they cross the floor they are covered securely and will not move. Ensure they are clearly visible. If there is a trip, first aid kits and first aiders will be present.
	Low
	Med

	Road traffic accidents
	• Qualified, approved driver
• Pre‑trip vehicle checks
• Seatbelts worn
• Adhere to capacity limits
	Low 
	Severe

	Boarding/alighting injuries
	• Supervise entry/exit
• Use step aids if needed
• Provide support for disabled passengers
	Medium
	Mild to Moderate 

	Behavioural issues during travel
	• Clear expectations
• Leader seated among group
• No distracting driver
	Medium
	Mild

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	




E: Coach (hired)
Note, you should get the risk assessment for the hire company used in addition to this.

	RISK
(Describe the risk, where relevant include locations and how the risk may happen)
	Mitigation
(What is being done to reduce the likelihood and/or impact of this risk as well as what action will be taken fi this risk happens)
	How likely is this risk?
(High, Med, Low)
	What is the severity of harm if it happens? (High, Med, Low)

	Example: Wires running across the hall to power a screen are a trip hazard from the socket to the screen.
	Secure the wires to side of the room and ensure where they cross the floor they are covered securely and will not move. Ensure they are clearly visible. If there is a trip, first aid kits and first aiders will be present.
	Low
	Med

	Road traffic accidents
	• Use reputable, licensed operator
• Ensure seatbelts available and used
• Pre‑trip safety briefing
	Low
	Severe (3)

	Boarding/alighting risks
	• Supervise steps
• Support disabled passengers
• Keep area clear of traffic
	Medium
	Mild to Moderate

	Children moving around coach
	• Leaders positioned throughout coach
• Enforce seatbelt use
• Regular monitoring
	Medium
	Moderate
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